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CELEBRATE
ALL THINGS
STEAM

(SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY,
ENGINEERING,
ARTS & MATHEMATICS)

FAMILY MUSIC FESTIVAL

BUBBLEPALOOZA!*

LEARN ILLUSTRATOR!

Saturday, April 2
10:15 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Windmill Library

Wednesday, April 13 at 11 a.m.
Rainbow Library

Tuesday, April 19 at 4 p.m.
Enterprise Library
Learn how to use Adobe
Illustrator. Ages 12-17.
Registration required.

Celebrate all things music
with crafts, a storytime, and
performances by Yogapalooza
with Bari Koral and Mr. Joey.

Join us for some magical
bubble fun while we learn about
shapes and the science behind
them. Ages 0-11.

EGG DROP CHALLENGE

ART CLUB:
PET CACTUS ROCKS*

Tuesday, April 5 at 5 p.m.
West Las Vegas Library &
Monday, April 16 at 3 p.m.
Whitney Library

Wednesday, April 13
4:30 p.m.
Windmill Library

Build contraptions and
experiment to see if a raw egg
breaks when dropped from
various heights! Ages 5-11.

Join us for a fun painting
activity creating a pet cactus
rocks. Supplies will be
provided. Grades K-5.

WE LAVA VOLCANOES!**

STEAM TEAM:
RAINBOW RAIN*
Thursday, April 7 at 4 p.m.
Sunrise Library
Make rainbow rain! Learn about
precipitation with us at STEAM
Team. Grades K-5.

LITTLE BUILDERS
Sunday, April 10 at 3 p.m.
West Las Vegas Library
Create little masterpieces
using Legos, Duplos and other
building blocks! Ages 2-11.

Wednesday, April 13
4:30 p.m.
Sahara West Library
Let’s get ready to rumble! Learn
about volcanoes, how they are
formed, and the different types.
Then make your own to take
home. Ages 6-11.

LITTLE BITS EXPLORATION
Monday, April 18 at 4 p.m.
Spring Valley Library
Use Little Bits circuitry
exploration kits to build and
test your own invention! Ages
6-11. Registration required.

SCIENCE SHENANIGANS**
Wednesday, April 20
4:30 p.m.
Sahara West Library
Observe some amazing science
experiments then perform a
couple of experiments on your
own. We may even make a mess
or two. Ages 6-11.

STEAM CHALLENGE:
BOWLING WITH OZOBOTS*
Wednesday, April 20
4:30 p.m.
Windmill Library
Learn how to program little
robots by drawing color codes.
Have them spin, make them
flash, or knock down mini
bowling pins. Grades K-5.

STEAM CARNIVAL
Saturday, April 23
10:30 a.m.
Sahara West Library
Celebrate all things STEAM.
Visit each partner table for
an activity that will help with
the exploration of science
and technology activities that
encourage and inspire science
at home. Ages 0-5.

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
Space may be limited and seating is on a first-come, first-served basis.
For even more STEAM Month events, please visit LVCCLD.org/Events or scan the QR code.

3D ART STUDIO
FOR TEENS
Saturday, April 23 at 3 p.m.
Tuesday, April 26 at 3:30 p.m.
Enterprise Library
Learn how to make beautiful
art with our 3D printer and
Makeblock, our cutting and
engraving machine. Ages 1217. Registration required.

GLOW IN THE DARK
SCIENCE LAB*
Tuesday, April 26 at 4 p.m.
Rainbow Library
Love things that glow? Come
learn about all the things that
glow in the dark and make some
light photography. Ages 3-10.

PLANTS THAT EAT MEAT!*
Wednesday, April 27
4:30 p.m.
Centennial Hills Library
Learn about plants that eat
insects and other weird wonders
of nature, then make a nifty
craft to take home! Grades K-5.

MARSHMALLOW
CONSTELLATIONS**
Wednesday, April 27
4:30 p.m.
Sahara West Library
Learn about the different
constellations that make up
the night sky, then put your
engineering skills to the test.
Recreate popular constellations
using marshmallows and
toothpicks. Ages 6-11.

*Space is limited and tickets are required to enter the event. Tickets are free and available at the Youth Services Desk 30
minutes prior to the event. **Space is limited and tickets are required to enter the event. Tickets are free and are available at the
Youth Services Desk 30 minutes prior to the event. Please be on time. Due to the level of detail and instruction for a school age
program, no one will be permitted into the program 10 minutes after the program’s start time.
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Community coming together to confront Sickle Cell Disease
T

he Adult Sickle Cell Disease Foundation of Nevada is hosting its first annual A Day In The
Park - Sickle Cell Disease Education, Awareness &
Blood Drive event on April 2, 2022 from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. at Craig Ranch Regional Park-Central Plaza
North Las Vegas.
The goal of the event is to provide a relaxing environment where individuals with Sickle Cell Disease, their families, caregivers and the community
can meet, interact with, and obtain educational
information from medical professionals, pharmaceutical companies, community health & social
workers, and fitness personnel.
Attendees will also be able to donate blood and
or become regular blood donors, get the COVID-19

vaccine, or obtain COVID-19 vaccine educational
information from Immunize Nevada. You can also
sign up to become marrow donors with “Be the
Match.” Liberty Dental Plan and Heavenly Smiles
will also be on-site to provide dental screenings for
Medicaid patients.
A Day in the Park will also feature local exhibitors, Ambient Entertainment, vendors, food trucks,
and games for the family.
The public is also invited to join monthly Sickle
Cell Support Group meetings for adults and monthly Sickle Cell Transition Program Meetings for
youth ages 13-25.
For more information, visit ascdfofnv.org or
contact Pam White at (702) 273-6751.

Persevere!
he command of the Universe and
that of our ancestors is one of perseverance. WE CAN NEVER GIVE UP!
Our being is one that keeps going toward
the path ordained for us by God. Sometimes we just get in our own way and interrupt the process required to achieve
personal greatness.
The breath of life and the movement
toward good is natural. It is only when
you focus on those negatives that you
end up blocking the blessings. The work
you put into yourself to birth your imagined dreams is a must. Dreams are the
messages given to guide you towards
your reality. Your dreams are directly
connected to those talents within and
deserve to be heard. The noise of denial
will be silent as you bring up the volume.
Use your voice for more internal communication than external. Yes, the voice
of reason begins with you. Listen to the
world and evaluate if responses are necessary.

T
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Your commitment to your goals is
the fuel that maintains your momentum
— and uncontrolled responses are only
speed bumps to derail your GPS.
It is necessary for us all to take the
time to build up our armor. Refuel your
spirit to walk a new beat, and shine a
new light that cannot be dimmed. The
party for life begins and ends with you.
Play your fine-tuned mental and physical instruments well and never miss a
rehearsal — so that you can SHOW UP
exceeding all expectations you set for
yourself.
Yes, we are HERE. There is a new
day, a new morning, a new year, and
more to let us know that everything is
on that continuous wheel towards peace.
But you must be firmly equipped to last.
True success is when you are able to say,
“I never give up.”
Peace will be there waiting to embrace you as you continue your mission
to LIVE!

Darren Barns wishes his longtime friend Marvin Logan
a happy birthday.

Tiffany Ward

Tia Wilson out shopping with her little angel.

LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHERS

Happy Spring: April showers
bringing us those May flowers
I

t’s been a very rough time for the world,
and we will all bloom if we keep praying
and working toward positive outcomes
and peace.
Las Vegas Black Image celebrates the
Honorable Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson
— for her relentless perseverance and
grace in a Senate confirmation process
charged with tedious, grueling, and contentious questions posed by Republicans
trying to derail her well-deserved path
to the highest court in the land. She
has already won the seat in the hearts
and minds of the nation, and will make
her-story as the first Black woman confirmed to the Supreme Court.
In this month’s edition of Communi-

ty Speaks, readers express their wishes
for what will be developed in place of the
West Las Vegas Library Theatre that
has been purchased by the City of Las
Vegas. Many are shocked that the West
Las library and theater have been sold,
but City officials indicate that there will
be a bigger and better development in its
place. We will be watching!
Elsewhere in this issue: we congratulate the Bolden Little League, coached
by Mario of Mario’s Market, for receiving financial support from Anthem Blue
Cross and Blue Shield to replace uniforms and equipment recently destroyed
by vandals; Dr. Annette Mayes gives an
update on the unique challenges facing

pregnant women of color; excitement is
building for the first annual A Day in the
Park Sickle Cell Disease Education and
Awareness event set for April 2; and we
thank all the community members who
can be seen in our Photo of the Month
feature capturing the beauty of Black
Las Vegas.
This issue offers so much wonderful
information and imagery that represents
excellence at its best. Much love!
Charles Tureaud &
Kimberly Bailey Tureaud
Publishers
Reach us at: cdalasvegas@gmail.com

Las Vegas Black Image publishers Charles Tureaud
and Kimberly Bailey Tureaud

POWERING THE WAY

FORWARD

NV Energy is powering Nevada’s future with reliable service,
low rates, clean energy and a commitment to our community
and the environment. Learn more at nvenergy.com.

YOU CAN COUNT ON US.
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SUPREME
CONFIDENCE
How Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson is inspiring people
across America and the world.

T

he confirmation hearings for Judge
Ketanji Brown Jackson — who is
poised to become the first African-American woman on the Supreme
Court — have captivated millions who
find inspiration in the story of an extraordinary thinker who is ready to
make history.
Her impeccable record, peerless qualifications, and command of the facts
speak volumes — and under grueling
and at times disrespectful questioning,
we can see how she draws perseverance from her intellect, wisdom, and the
strength of her ancestors.
That strength and brilliance was on
display early in Judge Jackson’s life. She
was born in Washington, D.C. and grew
up in Miami, Florida. Her parents attended segregated primary schools, then
attended historically Black colleges and
universities. Both began their careers
as public school teachers and became
leaders and administrators in the Miami-Dade Public School System. Judge
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Jackson traced her love of law back to sitting next to her father in their apartment
as he tackled his law school homework —
reading cases and preparing for Socratic
questioning — while she undertook her
preschool homework: coloring books.
Judge Jackson stood out as a high
achiever throughout her childhood. She
was a speech and debate star who was
elected “mayor” of Palmetto Junior High
and student body president of Miami Palmetto Senior High School. But like many
Black women, she still faced naysayers.
When she told her high school guidance
counselor she wanted to attend Harvard,
the counselor warned her not to set her
“sights so high.”
That did not stop her. She graduated
magna cum laude from Harvard University then attended Harvard Law School,
where she graduated cum laude and was
an editor of the Harvard Law Review.
Judge Jackson lives with her husband, Patrick, and their two daughters,
in Washington, D.C. She comes from a

family where many served in law enforcement, and her own experience is
tailor-made for the job ahead: Judge,
U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit; Judge, U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia; Vice Chair, U.S.
Sentencing Commission; Public defender; Supreme Court Clerk.
Despite that pedigree, many Republicans have used their questioning time
to push political agendas that dog whistle to the color of the judge’s skin color
— asking her to opine on “critical race
theory” and other irrelevant culture war
topics meant to throw her off. It hasn’t
worked. She never lost control, bended, or responded in kind. She held her
ground with intelligence and dignity.
Then, the sun rose with inspiring
words from Senator Cory Booker of New
Jersey — who spoke directly to Honorable Judge Jackson. His entire speech
is phenomenal, and every Black child
should be encouraged to watch and internalize it.

“I want to tell you, when I look at you,
this is why I get emotional. I’m sorry,
you’re a person that is so much more
than your race and gender,” said Booker.
“You’re a Christian and a mom. It’s hard
for me not to look at you and not see my
mom. I see my ancestors and yours. You
have earned this spot. You are worthy.
You are a great American.”
Said Las Vegas’ own Judge Karen
Bennett-Haron: “When I think about the
nomination, and ultimate confirmation
of the Honorable Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson, I am filled with a mixture of
emotions. I am — like most — in awe of
her intellect, her grace, and her poise. I
am also grateful that she has agreed to
subject herself to the arduous confirmation process. And I am proud — but not
surprised — that Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson is a Black woman whose lived
experiences were divinely curated to create the epitome of excellence.

Discovering new places to be active in Southern Nevada just got easier!
Download the Neon to Nature app to find walking and biking trails in your
neighborhood. The app features trail listings that include trail information,
photos, maps, and amenities. With over one thousand miles of trails for
walking and biking, the Neon to Nature app can help your family
have fun outside and be more active.

Made possible with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Dr. Madeline Kelley preparing for her next
film.

Willabea Canon-Robinson celebrates her 70th
birthday with family

Congratulations to newlyweds Odette and Mike
Jefferson

Antone Dotson-Parson at the pier in Avalon on Catalina
Island.

Jackie Morrison and Bryant Morrison Sr. enjoy a
night out on the town.

LaCrea Silinzy celebrates her husband Rob Silinzy’s
birthday.

Las Vegas-Clark County Library District Named ‘ALA Library of the Future’

T

he American Library Association
(ALA) has named Las Vegas-Clark
County Library District (LVCCLD) as
the 2022 recipient of its “Library of the
Future Award.” Sponsored by the ALA
and Information Today Inc., the annual
award recognizes innovative planning,
application, or development of focused
customer support relating to information
technology in libraries.
The Library District was selected
for its “Bringing the Library to Transit
Riders” program, a partnership with the
Regional Transportation Commission of
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Kelvin Watson
Southern Nevada (RTC). The program
enables transit riders to instantly sign
up for access to online materials using

the RTC’s free onboard WiFi on approximately 400 transit buses throughout the
Las Vegas metropolitan area. Riders
simply scan a QR code featured inside
buses to download the Libby app, and
sign up for library access by entering
their mobile number. The library system instantly verifies the new account,
and riders can immediately begin borrowing eBooks, eAudiobooks, magazines, and movies at no cost, on the bus,
at home, or anywhere on the go. The
program also allows temporary library
continued on page 17 >>

I hold water to a higher standard.
The All-Star Standard.
My name is Corey, and my job at the Southern Nevada Water Authority is to make sure
water delivered to your home meets or surpasses all state and federal drinking-water standards.
At home, my job is to make sure my family drinks plenty of clean, healthy water.
At the SNWA, we keep a very close eye on water quality, conducting hundreds of thousands of analyses
every year to verify the quality of our drinking water. And that makes both of my jobs a lot easier.
Although your tap water meets or surpasses all safe drinking water standards, we understand the taste
may not appeal to you due to its hardness. Don’t confuse hardness with quality as it poses no health risk.
Learn simple ways to enhance the taste at snwa.com.

The SNWA is a not-for-profit water agency.

What should be put in the place of
the West Las Vegas Library Theatre?

Isar King
It would be wonderful to
have a bigger theater.

Tasha Robinson White
I would like to see a Black arts museum.
Something honoring and representing
all that we contributed to the Las Vegas
community from the beginning. And it
will continue to grow as we continue to
innovate in this City.

Belinda Denise II
A real community grocery store would
be great — like in the other beautiful
communities have here in Las Vegas
and Henderson. Coupled with retail
space for storefronts. Great time to
be unique and add a state-of-the-art
library and museum inside.

Terrence Johnson
I would like to see an internet artificial
intelligence and virtual reality café.

Cheria Goodloe
I thought that they were going to move
the library on MLK and turn the old
West Las Vegas Library location into the
Historic Black Museum. I may be wrong.
I would like to see a bigger library, theater, and park. Also, an outdoor water
park.

Tim Cunningham
Jshauntae Marshall

A first class place that will
teach concepts on cryptocurrency, NFTs and the metaverse.

I would like to see an event center or a
state funded training center for trades:
carpentry, electrical, welding and plumbing.

Stephen Munford

Rickey Mickey Ormond
A place where we can feed the community. I’ll be the first to volunteer.
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DeMarlo Beals
A state-of-the-art historic African-American Museum with a library and 500 seat theater.

Debra Garbutt
The City should make an upgraded library, theater, and community
center. It all works hand in hand.

The area needs to be designated as a
new free education zone. Free tutoring for middle school and high school
students and offer free college prep
classes. Establish a new CSN Campus —
but this campus has free college classes
both online and in the classroom.

STEADY, PROVEN LEADERSHIP TO KEEP VEGAS STRONG
Experience and strength in leadership matters —
especially when it comes to keeping us safe.
Former Undersheriff Kevin McMahill’s renowned
law enforcement career spanned nearly three
decades of service at every level of the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department. He made a
difference during some of our community’s most
difficult times, while helping transform Metro to be
more transparent and effective. His innovative,
forward-leaning approach resulted in a record
reduction in crime during his tenure.

PAID FOR & AUTHORIZED BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT KEVIN MCMAHILL.
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Making yourself a priority in 2022
By Dee Brown

W

e are right at
the end of the
first quarter of 2022.
Some would say this
is a great time to assess whether or not
you are on target
for the commitments
(goals) you made at
the beginning of the
year. Then again, it is also a great time
to make sure that they are really as important as you thought they were.
So the question is: how do I keep
things in perspective while the year is
still young?
Here are a few suggestions to help
you:
1. Are you making yourself and your
needs a priority? So often, we put everything and everyone else’s concerns before our own. Unfortunately, we have all
been groomed to believe that this is what
we should all be doing in order to prove

that we are “good” people. Therefore, we
are constantly worried about whether
we are doing the right thing or not. The
reality is that when we adapt this way
of living, our own needs suffer. Learn
how to pay attention to your inner self.
Check in with it sometimes to see how
you’re really feeling. It will let you know
if there is balance between what you give
of yourself to other people and how much
you keep for yourself. Paying attention to
your own needs — the way you pay attention to what others seem to need — might
be the key to staying on track with your
commitments this year.
2. Are you overdoing it with multi-tasking? Most of us have become familiar
with the term “grinding” nowadays.
Busy, busy, busy is what many people
feel the need to be — all of the time. It’s
like we are under some type of spell. If
you were to ever look up the word grinding, there is nothing in its definition that
suggests it to be a good thing. You’ll see

words like drudgery, reducing, and oppressive.
Surprised? Funny how most people
make this word seem so glamorous.
There are ways to fulfill our commitments to ourselves without driving ourselves into the ground. Sometimes, yes,
we have to really push ourselves at particular times. However, please don’t let
that become your everyday life situation.
Taking time to focus on a specific area
before moving on to the next is a lot less
stressful — and believe it or not, you may
find yourself getting more done in the
long run.
3. Ask yourself if you have set proper boundaries for others. Boundaries is
a good word, no matter what people say.
It gives space for everyone to know their
part in whatever is going on or needed.
Sure, people don’t always like boundaries, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t
set them. Boundaries means determining how far people can go where you are

concerned. If you need a little more space
to stay on your own path, set a boundary. If you need more time than you once
needed, set a boundary. The people that
respect and love you will understand —
and those that don’t understand ... oh
well.
4. Recommit to what is important to
you. This is actually something that can
be done throughout the year. Recommitting is just about going back to your
original plan and taking a second look.
Ask yourself if the things on your list still
matter the same? Do I still want to move
forward with everything on this list? Is
there something that needs to take the
backseat for a minute? This is a good
way to not get caught up in feeling guilty
about what you’re not doing or even may
be able to do. Remember: it’s your path,
your journey — and you get to steer it,
my dear.
Dee Brown is a Self Relationship Coach.
She can deebrown1429@yahoo.com

What Color Are Life’s Most Important Issues?
By Joey Gilbert
I don’t believe any life issue that matters is just Black OR just White. Everyone I’ve ever met of ANY race wanted
the same things:
• Crime-free, clean neighborhoods
• Safe schools where all children receive a quality education
• A strong economy where anyone
who's willing to work hard can have a
well-paying job
• Police officers and courts that enforce the law solely on behavior, not skin
color.
• Loving homes where fathers and
mothers raise their children to be contributing members of society with strong
moral values/
• Healthcare options that are OUR
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choice, and are NOT shoved down our
throats (or in our arms) by an overreaching government.
But if we all share these goals in common, why — for DECADES — have the
racial social statistics for Black Americans (including Clark County) continued
to include things like:
• LOWEST family income and education levels
• HIGHEST unemployment and crime/
incarceration rates
I don’t have all the answers.
But I CAN guarantee you that I CARE
enough about this situation, that as Governor, I would do whatever it takes to improve those statistics in Nevada.
I have the moral courage to confront

these issues, and have the painfully honest conversations about what’s REALLY
causing this disparity. I would then take
the most important step: doing whatever
was required to close the gap.
What can YOU do to ensure that this
critically important issue is confronted
and healed?
You have to elect a candidate that is
running to be EVERYONE’S Governor.
You have to elect a candidate that
cares about EVERYONE’s issues and
has the moral courage to talk about them
honestly.
You have to Elect Joey Gilbert on June
14.

Joey Gilbert

Clinical Research at Comprehensive has led to

100 New FDA Approved Cancer Treatments

Giving me more joy and laughter with my grandson
Comprehensive Cancer Centers has participated in the development of 100 new FDA approved cancer treatments.
With 170 ongoing clinical research studies, right here in Southern Nevada, we are entering a new age in cancer
treatment — where people are no longer entrenched in their battle against cancer, but instead living with cancer.
These new cancer therapies are increasing the quality of life for our patients and their families, and most importantly,
giving them the opportunity to live their lives to the fullest.

cccnevada.com • 702.952.3350

GET THE MONEY YOU NEED,
WHEN YOU NEED IT.

A variable-rate Home Equity Line of Credit
Line1 lets you borrow against the equity in
your home for a variety of purposes.


Consolidate higher interest rate loans



Make needed home improvements



Be prepared for unforeseen emergencies

Subject to credit approval, terms and conditions apply. See banker for details. Minimum loan
amount is $10,000. Collateral must be owner-occupied, primary or secondary (no rentals) single
family residential property, located in Nevada, with a maximum 80% loan to value. Properties for
sale are not eligible. Property insurance is required, and other restrictions or conditions may apply.
A division of Zions Bancorporation, N.A. Member FDIC

CONTACT US TODAY
nsbank.com/heloc
866.909.1624
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Equal Housing Lender. NMLS# 467014

HISTORIC BLACK VEGAS

Jackson Avenue Nightclubs in the 1940s
By Claytee D. White

T

he decade of the 1940s
ended as two special
business districts began in
Las Vegas: the Las Vegas
Strip and the Jackson Avenue business core.
The Strip boasted El
Rancho Vegas, Hotel Last
Frontier, Flamingo, and
Thunderbird. The Jackson
Avenue business corridor
spilled onto D, E, F, and
Monroe Streets — housing Smokey Joe’s
Club Alabama, Club Ebony, Brown Derby, Cotton Club, El Morocco Club, Green
Lantern, Harlem Club, and the RoundUp Casino. The downtown sector had begun back in 1905, but added impressive
gaming facades in the 1940s as well. The
El Cortez, Golden Nugget, and Nevada
Biltmore added a more elegant component to the downtown skyline.
We know little about these early Historic Westside clubs. It appears that the
first club was Smokey Joe’s Club Ala-

bama, located at 1400-1402 F
Street. I am almost sure that
it is not a part of anyone’s
current memory unless there
are family and friends of the
entrepreneurs who started it
— and unfortunately we do
not know how they were. The
games of chance were Blackjack and slots. Why did the
first gaming location close
so quickly? Smokey Joe’s
opened in May and closed in July, gone
in two months.
The Brown Derby, Cotton Club, and
Harlem Club all opened in 1944. The Derby was located at 320 Monroe and during
its first year of operation hosted a fight
between a group of Black soldiers and local men. One soldier was murdered. The
Derby was open until 1974, maybe with
a lapse in business between 1947 and
1950. It changed hands many times and
reopened as the New Brown Derby Club
in 1970 until 1983. Both iterations offered

slots, blackjack, craps, and poker.
Both the Cotton Club at 500 Jackson
Avenue and the Harlem Club at the end
of F Street opened in January of 1944.
The Cotton Club changed ownership
three times before it closed in 1957 and
provided slots, blackjack, craps, keno,
and poker. The Harlem Club was not
as long-lived — closing in about a year.
What happened? Whose dreams died in
that short span of time?
The Green Lantern, Round-Up Casino, and Club Ebony all shared the same
address at 501 Jackson. The Green Lantern opened in January of 1945 and was
operational until 1947. The Round-Up
opened in January of 1947 and closed in
1948 — and was immediately reopened as
Club Ebony, which lasted one year. The
Green Lantern showcased just slots and
craps but both the Round-Up and Club
Ebony provided slots, blackjack, craps,
and poker. According to Charlie Winder in an interview with Harvey Fuller,
craps and blackjack games at the Club

Ebony were called “round table” games
meaning they were player-backed and
the house would take a cut of each game.
Also in 1945, the El Morocco Club
opened at 1322 N. E Street, serving up
the same four games of chance. The first
owner ran the establishment until 1951 —
when it changed hands and operated under the second owner until 1955. The club
closed for about two years and re-opened
in 1957 until 1958 when it closed again. In
1959, the location reopened as the New
El Morocco Club for one year and closed.
Its final stage began with a reopening in
1963 but only lasted one additional year.
This business perseverance is seen
over and over again. Why? I think there
was never enough capital and that the
funding sources in downtown and the
Strip were never extended to the Historic
Westside. Is that good or bad? Would the
1950s differ?

Pruning Season is Here (For Finances)
By Craig Kirkland, EVP/Director of Retail Banking, Nevada State Bank

H

ave you ever considered how gardening
tips can also apply to finances? I learned about
gardening as a kid growing up in Las Vegas. I
built a robust little lawn
business on my block,
cutting at least five yards
a week in the summer.
All my business was word of mouth. In
retrospect, I am not sure if I got all those
lawns because I was good or because I
was relatively cheap labor. I would like
to think I was good!
Naturally, I was responsible for doing
my own yard, and that included taking
care of the roses my mom loved. From

my mom, I learned that the best
time to get out and prune most
trees, bushes, roses and other
foliage is in late winter through
early spring. It’s a good time to
cut away overgrowth, damaged
and or diseased parts.
Pruning helps to create
a healthier plant, it can help it
bear more flowers and fruit,
and it can help ensure a longer life.
The same pruning principle is true
for finances. The spring season is a good
time to evaluate your spending and cut
away bad habits and unnecessary expenses in order to improve your financial health.
Let’s do an exercise: list all your re-

curring monthly payments, like streaming services, cell phone bills, gym memberships. Call everyone on your list and
tell them you are planning to leave. Give
them an opportunity to retain your business by lowering your payment and/or
providing more service for the same payment you currently make.
Here are some other “pruning” tips:
● Break the food delivery habit (this is
a killer)!
● If you have Netflix, Disney Plus, and
Hulu, chances are you are paying for too
many streaming services. Choose just
one.
If you have overlapping cable services,
cut something out. Do you need both pro
sports and premium movie channels?

See how your insurance bill changes
if you pay the annual premium up front,
raise your deductible, or change coverage.
Over time, we tend to add more and
more services and incremental expenses — and prices continually increase.
Prune the things you don’t need or seldom use.
Negotiate for lower fees under the
auspices of going to another provider.
If you did that a year or two ago, do it
again. Like pruning your shrubs, pruning your expenses should be an annual
practice — with the goal of providing
better financial health and wellbeing.
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Meet the Scholarship Doctor
By Dr. Ellen Brown

"S

tart earning scholarships at birth.”
This is the message
of
The
Scholarship Doctor.
Doctors come
in all forms and
fashions — however, there is one
thing in common: they have, in their
chosen profession, attained, mastered,
and documented a high level of knowledge and performance. This is most often connected to something people need
to thrive and even to continue to live!
Keep in mind that doctors cannot ever
stop seeking knowledge as long as they
practice in their fields. What doctors
bring to the table is hope for the future.
Meet Rhea M. Watson, who has ded-

icated her life to
learning, empowering and giving back.
She shares knowledge
that heals pain, but
also shows those who
seek her early that
there is no reason
to ever experience
the pain! Watson is
known as the Scholarship Doctor, and
her latest publication
hit the bookstores in
2021 and is a bestseller on Amazon.
She offers a step-byRhea M.
step guide to parents,
families, mentors, and educators for preparing children for college starting in
kindergarten.
Speaking with Watson in her Las Ve-

<< continued from p8

the services the library has to offer in
a simple, accessible and equitable way
directly to our riders during their daily
commute.”
The 2022 Library of the Future award
is the third such win for Watson. His library teams also received the award for
programs that he implemented at Broward County Libraries in Florida and at
Queens Borough Public Library in New
York. He is the only three-time recipient
in the award’s history.
“This is just one of several innovative
programs that Kelvin has introduced
during his first year at the Las Vegas-Clark County Library District, using
technology to reach new audiences in
unexpected places,” said Brian Wilson,
chair of the Library District Board of
Trustees. “Our service area covers 8,000
square miles, from urban neighborhoods
to small towns, and our residents benefit greatly from Kelvin’s leadership, resourcefulness, and creative thinking.”
The award will be presented to Watson during the ALA Annual Conference
in Washington, D.C. in June 2022.

access to transit riders who are visitors
to Las Vegas via a seven-day pass to the
Libby app.
“Through this initiative, the Library
District is making the library more accessible to discover the life-changing
resources we provide in new and unexpected places,” said Kelvin Watson, executive director, who joined the Library
District in February 2021. “The RTC’s
fleet of buses made more than 35 million
passenger trips in 2021, making RTC the
ideal partner for us to reach potential
new customers who may have never had
a library experience before. This innovative program uses simple technology to
let riders access free resources and enter
a wonderful world of discovery.”
“The RTC is committed to increasing
equity and accessibility for our customers, and this innovative partnership has
allowed us to support our riders with
tools and resources to grow, learn and
enrich their lives,” said M.J. Maynard,
RTC chief executive officer. “We are excited about this meaningful collaboration
with the Library District to bring all of

gas home, I learned
that the gift she gives
prepares families to
provide resources for
higher learning. It began with herself and
her sister. In the book,
she tells the story of
how they began their
educational journeys
as children and were
shocked to discover
the incredible cost of
higher education in
America. That potential tragedy turned
into victory when
Watson
their parents took the
non-traditional route to finding opportunities for their girls to go to college.
Watson shares their secrets in her
book, “The Scholarship Doctor is in! 5

Easy Steps to a FREE Degree!” And the
start of the plan is for parents to put a
plan in place for their children. Watson
advocates that, “it’s never too early, it’s
never too late; there is a better way.”
Whether it’s a parent preparing for the
educational journey of your children, or
an adult seeking higher education, the
Scholarship Doctor has lessons for you.
Finally, for Watson, failing to give
back is not an option. And neither is
debt. “Barriers will always be there.
When you start where you are and you
have a plan, it leads you to decisions,
choices and finally, a seat at the table,”
she says.
Dr. Ellen Brown is an affiliate faculty member at Regis University, Denver.
Contact her at ebrown.nci@gmail.com
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We can protect the lives of pregnant women of color
By Dr. Annette Mayes OB/GYN

A

pproximately 700
women die in
the United States
each year as a result
of pregnancy or its
complications,
and
there are significant
racial/ethnic disparities in pregnancy-related mortality.
From 2007-2016, Black and American
Indian /Alaska Native women suffered significantly more pregnancy-related deaths
per 100,000 births than did white, Hispanic,
and Asian/Pacific Islander women. Dis-

parities persisted over time and across age
groups — and were present even in states
with the lowest pregnancy-related mortality ratios and among groups with higher
levels of education. The cause-specific proportion of pregnancy-related deaths varied
by race/ethnicity.
Identifying factors that drive differences in pregnancy-related deaths and implementing prevention strategies to address
them could reduce racial/ethnic disparities
in pregnancy-related mortality. Strategies
to address racial/ethnic disparities in pregnancy-related deaths — including improving women’s health and access to quality

care in the preconception, pregnancy, and
postpartum periods — can be implemented through coordination at the community, health facility, patient and family, and
health care provider levels.
Chronic diseases associated with increased risk for pregnancy-related mortality (e.g. hypertension) are more prevalent
and less well controlled in Black women.
Ensuring access to quality care, including
specialist providers, during preconception,
pregnancy, and the postpartum period is
crucial for all women to identify and manage chronic medical conditions.
Systemic factors: gaps in health care

coverage and preventive care, lack of coordinated health care, and social services
are contributors to pregnancy-related
deaths. We can improve outcomes by addressing these factors and ensuring the
pregnant women at high risk for complications receive care in facilities. In addition,
innovative delivery of care models in the
preconception, pregnancy, and postpartum
periods might be further evaluated for their
potential to reduce maternal disparities.

For more information, call Las Vegas
All Women’s Care at (702) 522-9640. Or
visit us at 700 Shadow Lane #165 in Las
Vegas.

Gaps in health care coverage, preventive care, lack of coordinated health
care, and social services are contributors to pregnancy-related deaths.

Anthem Unveils New Support for Bolden Little League
A

nthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield brought together several community partners to present Grand
Slam Family Jam — a free, fun-filled event for families, the Bolden Little League and supporters. The event
was open to the public and offered batting gloves and
baseball caps, lunch for all participants, food boxes giveaways to 250-300 families, dental screenings by Liberty
Dental, blood pressure screenings, and appointments for
free vaccinations.
Anthem, an avid supporter of the Bolden Little League,
presented a check for $35,500 to coaches and players — to
cover the cost of replacing uniforms, gloves, helmets and
equipment that were destroyed after vandals recently set
the league’s equipment complex on fire.
Anthem is a long-time sponsor of the Bolden Little
League and organized the fun-filled event to unveil its
additional support. It also extended the celebration to the
entire community — so that everyone has the opportunity to engage in fair-like festivities, without the financial
burden that is typically associated with these types of
events. It is through the Grand Slam Family Jam and
similar efforts that Anthem, the Las Vegas Metro Police Department and partnering organizations help build
stronger, more resilient, and healthier communities.
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The Largest Medical
School and Physician
Assistant Program in Nevada
• Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine
• Doctor of Physical Therapy
• Doctor of Nursing Practice
• Doctor of Education
· Education Administration and Leadership
• Occupational Therapy Doctorate
• Master of Science
in Physician Assistant Studies
• Master of Science
in Medical Health Sciences

• Master of Science in Nursing
· Family Nurse Practitioner
• Master of Education
· Curriculum & Instruction
• RN to Bachelor of Science
in Nursing
• Post MSN Certificate
• Education Advanced Studies
Certificate Programs

LEADING THE WAY IN TEACHING
THE HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS AND EDUCATORS OF TOMORROW
WHILE CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY

