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PEACE

T Am

By Kimberly Bailey-Tureaud

here is a wonderful
feeling that comes with
having emotional peace in
the midst of unsteady judg-
ment. It is almost as if you
are the only one standing
still in a school of swarm-
ing fish, circling without
a clear destination—led by
the masses through deep, shifting cur-
rents, pulling along those who cannot
swim alone.

For those who cannot swim, emotion-
al peace becomes the reward when life
delivers unbearable and painful experi-
ences — yet still, you rise. Even the de-
flation of hope, like air escaping miles
away from solid ground, cannot deter
your dreams.

The struggle to be or not to be is a
question that all will face and must ul-
timately answer. The authentic soul is
one that is both marveled and envied. It
is the smile that gives before it receives.
It is the heart that dares to feel love be-
fore hate even has a chance. That kind of
power — the power to love first — is what
will save the world.

Wisdom is developed. Trust is cra-
dled in faith. Humanity’s mandate is to
embrace the collective, yet the wall of

acceptance so often blocks
its delivery. The shot that
“blows a mind” can cripple
connection, whether the im-
pact is good or bad. Fear-
lessness, more often than
not, is overtaken by fear.
Your shoes can never
be mine. Where you have walked, I may
never go. The path that calls me, you
might never discover. So your uneasi-
ness when I walk into a room should not
make you unsteady—because you do not
know the words in my story.

And my story is not yours to write.
It is authored by Him alone. It is one I
must live fully, carry to the end, and see
through with purpose.

In between time and space, I float —
hoping to feel the earth’s sand weave
between my toes. I long to plant seeds
of love that multiply, bloom, and rise
through every limb of my body.

Yes, I am love. A reflection of the love
that was first given. I am only trying to
mirror the love that fills the holes still
screaming for fulfillment.

I AM.

I AM.

Because He was.

We Are A Mad, Mad,
Mad, Mlad Nation!

By Louie Overstreet

nlike the 1963 movie
U“It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad,

Mad World,” what is hap-
pening in America today is
no laughing matter.

I first observed our na-
tion’s declining mental
health in a Sentinel Voice
column back in July 2012,
and again more than two years ago in
Las Vegas Black Image. I stressed the
fact that too many of us were using the
1st and 2nd Amendments to justify inap-
propriate behavior, with no corrective
action taken. In hindsight, my warnings
were grossly inadequate in forecasting
what is now happening to our nation.

The insanity of it all is such that I now
want to place my hands over my ears and
shout “Stop the madness!” I associate the
madness with the four topical areas of
isms/phobias, lying, learning, and jus-
tice.

While there have been members of
Congress who have openly practiced rac-
ism, sexism, homophobia and xenopho-
bia in my lifetime, this is the first time
it has been blatantly practiced by a sit-

ting President of the United
States.
Ever since the sorry-be-
hind Supreme Court ruled in
2012 that lying by politicians
was not a crime, it has been
nonstop ever since. So please
forgive me for getting a little
teary-eyed and wistful for a time when
lying on someone or calling them out of
their name could result in a butt-kicking.

Now I have a question: Do any of you
remember when learning right from
wrong was taught by our parents or
in school? I certainly learned from my
mother that acting up in public was un-
wise — lest I suffer the consequences of
such behavior. Nowadays for politicians,
the bigger the fool the better.

The fourth type of madness in Ameri-
ca that has been a constant: not adminis-
tering equal justice under the law for im-
migrants, poor folks, or persons of color.

It can’t be news to you that the mad-
ness ain’t gonna stop anytime soon —
and you can take that poop to the bank!

I now want to place my hands over niy
ears and shout “Stop the madness!”

New West Las Vegas
Library Opening Soon!

he community is full of excitement

about the grand opening of the new
West Las Vegas Library, set for Decem-
ber 9 at 1861 N. Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd. The original West Las Vegas Li-
brary, located at 951 West Lake Mead
Blvd., will close on November 24 in
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preparation for the opening of the new fa-
cility — which will more than double its
current size, expanding to 41,178 square
feet to provide more educational resourc-
es and programs for literacy, learning,
heritage-based celebrations, and fun ex-
periences for people of all ages.



cross Las Vegas, October will be

full of signposts reminding you of
resilience, awareness, solidarity, and
achievement in the Black community.

Throughout Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month, Las Vegas Black Image
will be part of the movement encourag-
ing women to undergo regular medical
screenings and engage healthcare pro-
fessionals at the first sign of any unusual
symptoms.

(And that doesn’t mean that men are
off the hook just because the month puts
a focus on breast health. Our mission is
to emphasize the importance of every-
one taking proactive steps toward their
health, advocating for regular check-ups
and health consciousness for all.)

Inside, you can read about how our
efforts will be highlighted by the ninth
annual Las Vegas Caravan for Mammo-
gram, which the magazine is co-sponsor-

LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHERS

Fall Forward

ing on Oct. 4.

Elsewhere in this edition of Las Vegas
Black Image:

e We reflect on Terence “Bud” Craw-
ford’s triumph at Allegiant Stadium in
Las Vegas, where he became the un-
disputed super middleweight champion
of the world and revitalized the sport of
boxing with millions watching around
the world.

e In Community Speaks, readers
weigh the importance of freedom of
speech and expression and how it can
foster dialogue and unity.

e Take a look at Photos of the Month,
where we showcase the lifestyles and
personal stories that help define Las Ve-
gas’ Black community.

e Visit our Living section, which of-
fers inspiration through home décor, cu-
linary delights such as a recipe for sweet
potato pie, and seasonal gardening tips

— reminding us of the beauty and nur-
turing spirit within our community.

The support of advertisers remains
vital in sustaining the magazine’s mis-
sion to keep our voices alive. Gratitude is
extended to those who consistently con-
tribute, enabling Las Vegas Black Image
Magazine to serve as a vital platform for
information, inspiration, and communi-
ty connection since 2008.

Thanks to all of you, Las Vegas Black
Image will continue to inspire and uplift.
We express our deepest appreciation to
our loyal readers, supporters, and con-
tributors for making this journey more
meaningful and impactful by the day.

Rise,

Charles Tureaud &
Kimberly Bailey Tureaud
Publishers
(702) 615-8216
cdalasvegas@gmail.com

Charles Tureaud and Kimberly Bailey Tureaud

a a socioeconomic stressors that create
ea lng o l ays additional barriers during the holiday

At a time of the year that can be as
stressful as it is festive, Dinisha Mingo
shares how you can help restore
peace and joy for families in need.

he holidays are often portrayed as the most won-

derful time of the year. But for many families,
this season brings heightened stress, financial bur-
dens, complicated family dynamics, and deep feel-
ings of isolation. Rates of depression, anxiety, grief,
and even suicide increase during this time of year;
reminders that the holidays are not always easy or
joyful.

At Solutions of Change, we believe no one should
face the holidays alone. That is why we created
Healing Holidays, a therapeutic celebration that
gives families the chance to breathe, connect, and
find joy again. This year’s event takes place on De-
cember 13, and will welcome nominated families
to share in a day filled with music therapy, art,
games, festive meals, and meaningful community
connection.

For three years, Healing Holidays has reached
more than 200 participants, serving children, par-
ents, and grandparents from underserved commu-
nities who often lack access to resources and face

season. Participants have described the
event as positively overwhelming. Many
have said they felt honored to be nomi-
nated, and that the support and sense of
community poured joy into their holiday
experience.

Healing Holidays is more than just an
event. Families receive essentials such
as food, clothing, hygiene items, and
school supplies alongside holiday gifts.
Children delight in toys, books, and cre-
ative activities, while parents find peace
knowing they are seen, supported, and
celebrated.

This impact is only possible through
community generosity. We are currently seeking
donations of toys, food items, hygiene supplies,
journals, self-care items, gift cards, bikes, and
electronics. Monetary contributions are also
deeply appreciated and allow us to reach even
more families in need.

This holiday season, we invite you to help us
transform hardship into hope. When you give to
Healing Holidays, you are not just donating. You
are creating peace, joy, and healing for families
who need it most. Donate today at www.solution-
sofchange.org. Together, we can make this holi-
day season a time of true healing.



Bringing back boxing and strengthening the sweet science with world champion Terence
Crawford’s historic victory on a star-studded night in Las Vegas.

N

@& an ascendant combat sport soon set to stage on the

N .oxing is back.
"‘f At a moment when it is often overshadowed by

South Lawn of the White House, Terence “Bud” Craw-
ford’s win over Saul “Canelo” Alvarez returned boxing
to the rarefied spotlight that it has long occupied in the
American imagination.

The Sept. 13 match was about more than the four
super middleweight world championship belts on Craw-
ford’s shoulders at the conclusion of his victory by unan-
imous decision. It heralded a new era of visibility for a
sport that routinely puts Las Vegas on the world stage
and has produced Black cultural icons like Muhammad
Ali, Mike Tyson, Joe Louis, and Jack Johnson.
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More than 41 million viewers watched the fight
on Netflix, streamed live to a global audience from a
packed Allegiant Stadium — hosting its first-ever box-
ing match for a sold-out crowd. According to ESPN, the
still-undefeated Crawford (42-0, 31 KOs), out of Omaha,
Neb., “became the first male boxer in the four-belt era
to be undisputed champ in three weight classes. ¢ After
capturing world titles in four weight classes — including
achieving undisputed status at junior welterweight and
welterweight.”

And if Crawford’s historic achievement wasn’t a big
enough sign of a resurgent sport, the star power at ring-
side rivaled the celebrity presence on a Hollywood red
carpet. Among those spotted in the crowd of of 70,482:

Magic Johnson, Dave Chappelle, SZA, Evander Holy-
field, Mark Wahlberg, Tracy Morgan, Lizzo, Wiz Khali-
fa, Marshawn Lynch, and Mike Tyson.

The two men in the ring for the main event put on a
spectacular display of boxing for 12 rounds, as Crawford
overcame doubts over how jumping into a higher weight
class would slow him down. Ultimately, his speed and
counter-punching ability gave him the win.

“I'm the face of boxing now, and the best pound-
for-pound fighter in the world like I've always been,”
Crawford said after the fight.“This is the top of the top.
Canelo is an all-time great. He s the last one. There are
no more Canelos. When you look around, you say, I m
the Canelo.”



Matt Barnes

Mike Tyson and Chance The Rapper

Dave Chappelle and Marshawn Lynch

Lizzo and SZA

Triumph Over Multiple Myeloma and Breast Cancer

By Dr. Rupesh J. Parikh | Comprehensive Cancer Centers of Nevada

Before treatment

Danielle Green’s journey to healing be-
gan not with a doctor’s visit, but with
a decision to put her health first. At 55,
the Henderson business owner and moth-
er of one had launched a personal fitness
plan, determined to lose weight and lower
her blood pressure before undergoing an
elective breast reduction. What started
as a routine checkup became life-chang-
ing when her cardiologist ordered blood
work and discovered unusually high pro-
tein levels. The results pointed toward
multiple myeloma, a rare blood cancer,
and she was referred to Comprehensive
Cancer Centers of Nevada (Comprehen-
sive) for answers.

Under my care, Danielle was diag-
nosed with multiple myeloma in January
2024. As we began treatment at Compre-
hensive, a PET scan revealed something
unexpected: a small, two-centimeter

During treatment

mass in her right breast. Further test-
ing confirmed it was a HER2-positive,
ER-negative breast tumor. Because of the
tumor’s aggressive nature, we paused
myeloma therapy so she could begin
chemotherapy for breast cancer immedi-
ately. From April through June, Danielle
endured the rigors of chemotherapy with
the grace and determination that have
defined her life.

In July under care from the Compre-
hensive team, she underwent surgery,
and the pathology report brought wel-
come news — her tumor had complete-
ly responded to treatment. “It was just
gone,” she recalls with a smile. While
Danielle now prepares for three weeks of
radiation and a planned stem cell trans-
plant to keep her myeloma in check, her
cancer markers today are nearly unde-
tectable.

A Kansas City native who has called
Las Vegas home for 20 years, Danielle
is the founder of Radically Curly in
Henderson, a salon and community hub
where she and her team of seven stylists
champion natural hair. Throughout her
treatment at Comprehensive, she contin-
ued to inspire her clients and the broad-
er curly-hair community. Determined to
keep her own curls,

Danielle used a cold-cap therapy
during chemotherapy, which limited her
hair loss to about 30 percent and allowed
her to embrace a stylish curly pixie cut.

Faith, family and fitness have guided
Danielle’s fight. She credits her 26-year-
old daughter, friends and clients for sur-
rounding her with support and prayer. “I
declared every day, ‘I am healed, and I
am whole,”” she says. Even on the hard-
est days, she made time for gentle walks

After treatment

to stay strong. “Keep moving your body
and trust the process,” she advises oth-
ers facing a similar diagnosis.

Danielle’s story is a testament to ear-
ly detection and the level of care she re-
ceived at Comprehensive. From spotting
a hidden tumor on a PET scan to custom-
izing a treatment plan that addressed two
cancers at once, the team at Comprehen-
sive worked alongside her every step of
the way. Today she stands as proof that
vigilance, faith and a collaborative med-
ical approach can lead to extraordinary
outcomes. As a bonus, she’s inspired an
entire community to prioritize health
and regular screenings.

Rupesh J. Parikh, MD, is practice pres-
ident and a medical oncologist at Compre-
hensive Cancer Centers of Nevada.
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Delice Dupuy and the late Raoul Lise celebrated 70
years of marriage

Angela Scurry recently enjoyed a friends-and-family
birthday dinner at North Italia Restaurant at The
District.

Billie Knight Rayford, Barbara Kirkland and ladies of
AKA Sorority
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Charlotte Watkins and friends attend Henderson Ride for a

Cause event

MLK Senior Center Director Byron Goynes welcomes
Silver State Smiles and answers the seniors’ questions
about dental work

Henderson Police Captain Kenneth Youngblood partici-
pates in a Law Enforcement Workshop

North Las Vegas Mayor Pamela Goynes Brown shows
her New Raiders Library Card

R&B singer Joe performs at Soulfest.

MLK Center seniors gather for a Silver State Smiles (SilverStateSmiles.com) presentation
by dentist Dr. Baca, DDS

Senator Jacky Rosen toured the new Historic West
Las Vegas Training & Education Center

Minister Stretch Sanders and Dr. Al Gourrier



This is what specialty banking looks like at Nevada State Bank.
It’s a one-on-one, local approach to your finances that provides
customized resources to help you achieve your goals. We
provide a complete range of financial services designed with
your needs and your future in mind. Because that’s what your
bank should do.

Your bank should help you succeed. Your bank should be NSB.

®
N s B IT MATTERS YOU BANK WITH"
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[T

NEVADA STATE BANK

A division of Zions Bancorporation, N.A. Member FDIC

HOW

BANKING
SHOULD
BE.
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Sharpe Turn Y,
P The sun works -
ro Football Hall of Famer and podcaster Shannon Sharpe recently moved to Las

Vegas — where he hosted a meet-and-greet for fans at Smith’s in Centennial Hills, fo U to o °
signing bottles of his new Le Portier cognac. Sharpe’s “Club Shay Shay” podcast i '
reached global recognition after his astounding interview with comedian Katt Wil-

s THE BENEFITS OF SOLAR. = 4
NO PANELS REQUIRED.

nvenergy.com/esap

Shannon Sharpe signs a fan’s NFL jersey

Shannon Sharpe with the publishers Charles Tureaud, Kimberly Bailey Tureaud and Brandon Tureaud of Las Vegas
Black Image
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How do you use your right to
freedom of speech and expression?

' POWER 88 PRESENTS &
A FUN WAY TO GIVE, ® o

-TO THE STATION YOU LOVE'

man'm.omi

[S KATERS & NON SKATERS

' 4630 BOULDER HWY
= LAS VEGAS, NV 89121

KCEP CELEBRATES 53 YEARS!
ADULTS ONLY

THISISALIVE ° cj’m Jﬁuﬂ @rg
REMOTE FUN- RAISER

Debra Storey
I use fashion to express my thoughts.

Tiffany Mayes Eholor
I use social media and group chats to ex-
press my freedom of speech.

Andrew Thomas
I write music, record it, and perform it
to express my freedom of speech. I don’t
have to cuss or be vulgar to get my point
across. It’s a way to get my messages out
to the masses. All the while doing it in a
positive light and direction.

Tina Cage
I like having open discussions and shar-
ing views and thoughts on different mat-
ters.

Rickey Mickey Ormond
I express myself verbally,
but I do it wisely

Delisa Macklin
I show up as myself with open
dialogue while subconscious-
ly protecting my space.
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Las Vegas Black Image is thrilled to introduce LIVING, a new
section dedicated to celebrating the most creative ways to enjoy
one’s life through food, home, and the great outdoors.

"“A House is a Home" Home decor that brings light, love, and peace to your household,
complements your lifestyle, and sparks a “living out loud’ existence.

“Planting Your Seeds" is a space for rejoicing through gardening, relaxation, or grounding

oneself in nature.

"Food for The Soul” brings the most flavorful home-cooked recipes, with meals that will fill

your loved ones’ bellies, put smiles on their faces, and bring joy to their hearts.

r';.*" .
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A HOUSE IS A HOME

Fall into
colors
that tell a
seasonal
story

ring the fall season into your

home with the rich colors
of autumn — deep oranges,
burgundy, warm browns, and
gold. Inspired by the changing
leaves, these tones add a sense of
warmth and coziness, perfectly
setting the mood for the upcoming
holiday celebrations.

Natural infusers with the
earthy scents of pinecones, sage,
and evergreen can enhance the
atmosphere, creating a calm,
inviting space filled with positive
energy.

14 OCTOBER




PLANTING YOUR SEEDS

Fresh flavors for the cooldown months

s summer winds down, many home gardeners may
Anotice their favorite warm-weather vegetables start-
ing to fade with the cooling temperatures. But the gar-
dening season doesn’t have to end — fall is the perfect
time to plant a new wave of crops that thrive in cooler
weather and bring fresh, nutritious flavors to your table.

Not only do these vegetables grow well in the fall
and winter, but they also make delicious additions to
your holiday meals and help keep your family nour-
ished throughout the season: Collard Greens, Mustard
Greens, Spinach, Lettuce, Beets. Carrots, Onions

Whether you're expanding your backyard garden
or starting fresh, these hardy crops are a great way to
extend your growing season and bring garden-to-table

goodness to your holiday feast.

FOOD FOR THE SOUL

That Sweet Potato Pie Recipe

For many African American families, sweet potato pie is more than just a dessert — it’s a beloved holiday tradition. With its
velvety texture, warm spices, and soulful flavor, it stands as a rich and meaningful alternative to pumpkin pie.
Rooted in history and heritage, sweet potato pie traces its origins back to West Africa, where indigenous yams — closely
related to sweet potatoes — were dietary staples.
Passed down through generations, sweet potato pie recipes carry with them the legacies of family, culture, and love. Here’s
one classic version to bring that tradition to your holiday table.

INGREDIENTS

- 1 pounds sweet potatoes,
washed, scrubbed, and unpeeled
(yields about 3 cups mashed)

- 1 (12 oz) can evaporated milk
- 1 cup light brown sugar

DIRECTIONS

Preheat your oven to 400F.

Place the unpeeled sweet potatoes on
a parchment-lined or foil-wrapped bak-
ing sheet. Roast for about 40 minutes, or
until fork-tender.

While the sweet potatoes are roast-
ing, grease a pie pan and place the un-
baked crust inside. Set aside.

Once the sweet potatoes are tender

- 2large eggs

- 5 tablespoons unsalted butter,
melted (or vegan butter)

- 2 tablespoons vanilla extract
- 1 teaspoon freshly grated

or minced ginger

and cool enough to handle, peel off the
skins. Measure out 3 cups and place
them in a large mixing bowl. Add evap-
orated milk, brown sugar, eggs, melted
butter, vanilla extract, ginger, nutmeg,
cinnamon, cloves, and salt.

Using an electric mixer, beat the mix-
ture on high until smooth and creamy.

Pour the filling into the prepared pie
crust, smoothing out the top.

- Y teaspoon ground nutmeg
- % teaspoon ground cinnamon
- Y teaspoon ground cloves
- Y. teaspoon salt

1 unbaked pie crust
(homemade or store-bought)

Reduce the oven temperature to 350F
(175C) and bake for about 30 minutes,
or until the center is puffed and set. To
test readiness, insert a toothpick into the
center — and if it comes out clean, the
pie is done.

Let the pie cool completely — at least 4
hours or overnight — for ideal flavor and
texture. Serve with a dollop of whipped
cream, if desired.
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omen from across Southern Neva-

da will mark Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month by taking part in the 9th
Annual Las Vegas Caravan for Mammo-
gram set for Oct. 4.

The free yearly event — which raises
awareness of the urgency behind taking
proactive measures to protect breast
health — has grown into a signature
tradition in Las Vegas, as survivors and
supporters parade their cars down the
Las Vegas Strip. They unite to fight stig-
mas surrounding self-examination and

DPrive Time

How Caravan for Mammogram became a signature Las Vegas gathering for survivors and
supporters in the fight against breast cancer

to remind Black women — who die from
breast cancer at much higher rates than
white women — that no one is alone on
the journey.

This year’s participants will gather
at 8 a.m. in the Valley Hospital parking
lot (700 Shadow Lane) — where they will
decorate their cars in pink before pulling
out in parade formation between 10:30-11
a.m., escorted by Metro volunteers. At
99 years young, longtime Las Vegas res-
ident and original Moulin Rouge dancer
Anna Bailey (the first Black showgirl on

the Las Vegas Strip) will serve as grand
marshal.

There is no cost for participating in
Caravan for Mammogram, and all par-
ticipating ladies will receive a big pink
bag full of decorations to decorate their
cars. There will also be a wonderful free
lunch at the end of the caravan, where
participants and community members
can dine together and network.

The 9th Annual Las Vegas Caravan
for Mammogram is sponsored and sup-
ported by Steinberg Diagnostic, Compre-

hensive Cancer Centers, Intermountain
Healthcare, KCEP 88.1 FM, Valley Hos-
pital, Silver State Smiles and Las Vegas
Black Image Magazine. The organizers
thank the many volunteers, led by Car-
avan for Mammogram ambassadors An-
gela Scurry and Iris Moore.

For additional information and to sign
up for this free event, call (702) 615-8216.
Participants are also welcome to register
on-site the day of the event.

From ‘Americas Gol Talent’ to Global Jazz Ambassador

andau Eugene Murphy Jr., born in

Logan County, West Virginia, is a
celebrated American jazz vocalist whose
story is as inspiring as his music.

Rising from humble beginnings, Mur-
phy became a household name after win-
ning the sixth season of NBC’s “Ameri-
ca’s Got Talent.” His smooth voice, rich
tone, and timeless interpretations of jazz
standards captivated millions of viewers,
securing his place as one of the show’s
most memorable champions.

The acclaimed artist will join fellow
jazz vocalist Dave Damiani for two spe-
cial nights at Vic’s Las Vegas on October
10 and 11. Audiences can enjoy shows
at 7:45 p.m. and 9:15 p.m. each evening.
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The seating policy is
no cover with a $30
minimum spend per
person per seating
time. Reservations
are available at vicsl-
asvegas.com.

Before his break-

through, Murphy
was far from the
spotlight,  working

ordinary jobs while
nurturing his love for
music. His audition
for “America’s Got
Talent” introduced
the world to his natural jazz phrasing

Landau Eugene Murphy Jr

and heartfelt perfor-
mances. That vic-
tory launched him
onto the national
stage, where he be-
gan recording and
touring. Since then,
Murphy has released
four albums, blend-
ing timeless classics
with his own unique
style and establish-
ing his reputation as
a versatile and pas-
sionate performer.
Murphy’s ca-
reer has taken him far beyond West Vir-

ginia. He has performed across the globe,
including a concert in Shanghai, China
in 2013, and a high-profile performance
at the World Expo in Dubai in 2022. Yet,
despite his international acclaim, he nev-
er forgets his roots. Each year, he clos-
es out his schedule with a holiday tour
across West Virginia, bringing joy and
music to fans in his home state.

Named one of the Jaycees Ten Out-
standing Young Americans in 2014, Mur-
phy’s greatest legacy lies not only in his
accolades but in his authenticity — re-
maining true to himself while lifting oth-
ers through his music and philanthropy.
His journey is a testament to persever-
ance, humility, and heart.



‘W*@ SOUTHWEST GAS

FUELING THE COMFORTS
OF HOME

Reliability, Efficiency, and Savings

From a warm, inviting home to a delicious home-cooked meal,

Southwest Gas fuels the most comforting moments with savings in mind.
Our reliable natural gas services help keep your home cozy and your
budget in check, so you can spend more time enjoying what matters most.

swgas.com




hat is DEI?
It stands
for Diversity, Eq-
uity, and Inclusion
— but what dif-
ference does that
make in your life?

Is DEI about
specific groups be-
ing welcomed — or
left out entirely?

The short answer: all of the above ¢ and
more.

We’re in a defining moment for DEI.
The platform is evolving — but the direc-
tion it’s headed depends on who you are
and where you stand.

Some people see DEI as a form of
progress. Others see it as a threat. Much
of the backlash today comes from the
belief that DEI initiatives discriminate
against white individuals — often called
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YOU! HAVE THE POWER

DEI, 'Woke": What do they really mean?

By Dr. Ellen W. Brown

“reverse discrimination.” Outside of le-
gal definitions, discrimination is often
in the eye of the beholder. And yes, the
internet is overflowing with commentary
on both sides of this debate.

But there’s another layer to this: the
rise of so-called “woke politics.”

Let’s talk about that word — woke.

When did it become something nega-
tive? When did being “woke” — once a
term that meant being informed, aware,
and socially conscious — turn into an in-
sult?

In my world, being “woke” was a com-
pliment. It meant someone was aware,
knowledgeable, and paying attention
to what matters. Can I get a “Whoop-
Whoop”?

Now, it’s often used to shame or mock
people for holding beliefs that challenge
the status quo. Two completely opposite
meanings — one rooted in justice, the
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other in ridicule.

In fact, the term “woke” originally
emerged from Black American commu-
nities as a call to be alert to racial and
social injustice. That meaning has been
twisted, politicized, and weaponized in
today’s discourse.

There’s a local angle, too. A nonprofit
news outlet recently launched in Neva-
da called Nevada Current. They’'ve pub-
lished commentaries on DEI — expand-
ing it even further to Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion, and Justice (DEILJ). According
to their mission, they support DEI as it
was originally intended: a framework
for fairness, opportunity, and represen-
tation. Personally, I plan to follow them
— their approach aligns with how I un-
derstand DEI.

So here’s my takeaway: If you con-
sider yourself “woke” — in the original
sense of the word — stay alert. Not just

SUBSCRIBE
FOR FREE

to injustice, but to how language is being
co-opted and distorted. Don’t let others
define your values for you.

I encourage you to educate yourself.
One great place to start is YouTube —
search for a video titled “The Origin of
the Term ‘Woke.” It’s eye-opening, to
say the least.

In the end, YOU have the power — to
know, to speak, to act.

And that’s what being truly “woke” is
all about.

This article aims to raise awareness of
this initiative. Please share it with your
friends, family, business contacts, congre-
gations, and community members. Togeth-
er, we can make a difference. I welcome
your input, questions, and ideas for top-
ics; feel free to send them to ebrown.nci@
gmail.com

to the Publisher of Las Vegas Black Image Magazine's

Podcast on

www.YouTube.com/@EnterprisingPeople702



Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority Incor-
porated, Mu Rho Sigma Alumnae
Henderson, Eta Chi Sigma Alumnae Las
Vegas, and Nu Eta at UNLV recently em-
barked on an inspiring visit to Obodo Ur-
ban Farm in Las Vegas.

Garden Variety, You Dig?

Ladies of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority at Obodo Garden

It was a day filled with digging, plant-
ing, learning, and cleaning. Through
these activities, they cultivated not only
the land but also golden moments that
will be cherished for years to come.

“The time at the farm was not just

about community service; it was also
filled with a ton of laughter, and fun,”
said one member of Sigma Gamma Rho,
whose sorority made a gracious donation
to Obodo Urban Farm that was much ap-
preciated by the staff.

The Gavin J. Goorjian Health Center: Care Rooted in Community

ight off Las Vegas Boulevard, the

Gavin J. Goorjian Health Center is
redefining what healthcare looks like for
our city. More than a clinic, it’s a space
built on dignity, access, and compassion,
where everyone is welcome and no one is
turned away.

An extension of the LGBTQ Center of
Southern Nevada, the Health Center pro-
vides a full range of services: primary
care, chronic disease treatment, repro-
ductive health, HIV prevention and care,

and more. With same-day and telehealth
appointments, plus a mobile clinic that
brings care directly into neighborhoods,
the team is breaking down barriers and
meeting people where they are.

Affordability is central to its mission.
With sliding scale fees and financial as-
sistance, the Center makes sure patients,
whether insured, underinsured, or unin-
sured, get the care they need.

But what truly sets the Goorjian
Health Center apart is its heart. From

the warm welcome at the front desk to
follow-ups after appointments, patients
feel seen, respected, and supported.
“This is a safe, caring space in every
sense,” says Dr. Leana Ramirez, Chief
Clinical Officer.

The Goorjian Health Center isn’t just
treating illness — it’s uplifting communi-
ty health, one patient at a time.

For appointments, call (702) 780-4925
or visit wellness.thecenterlv.org.

SEIU to Host Multicultural Festival Ahead of Pivotal 2026 Election

Nevada’s largest and most di-
verse celebration of culture
and community returns on Octo-
ber 4 — as SEIU Local 1107 hosts
the Communities United Multi-
cultural Festival from 2 p.m. to 7
p.m. at the Clark County Govern-
ment Center Amphitheater.
Thousands are expected to attend
this free, family-friendly event, which is

marking its third year and has quickly
become a widely-marked date on cal-
endars across Southern Nevada. The

festival brings Nevada’s labor
movement together with the
communities it fights for — cel-
ebrating our state’s rich cultural
tapestry while encouraging civic
engagement in the lead-up to the
critical 2026 elections.
More than 100 community orga-
nizations will participate in the Saturday

conlinued on page 21>>
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Foster a
[asting Inpact

When siblings are placed into foster care,
staying together provides stability and comfort.

By welcoming sisters or brothers into your home,
you are not just fostering children -
you'’re preserving family.

Join us lor a
oster cave
wormwaton

SOESAON

Oct 2| 5:30pm @ Centennial Hills Library

Oct 4 |10am @ Canyon Ridge Church

Oct 9| 6pm@ Child Haven *Spanish

Oct 11| 10am @ Aliante Library

Oct 14 | 6pm @ Child Haven

Oct 16 | 5:30pm @ Windmill Library

Oct 18| 10am @ Hope Church

Oct 21| 5:30pm @ Nevada Partners

Oct 23 | 5:30pm @ Whitney Recreation & Senior Center
Oct 25| 10am @ Spring Valley Baptist Church

Oct 28 | 5:30pm @ Black Mountain Recreation Center
Oct 30| 5:30pm @ Silverado Ranch Recreation Center

6 Clark County
e | FAMIlY Services

clarkcountyfostercare.com

Supported by NVDCF S IVE 2 grant funding. Contents are solely the responsibility of the authors.




KNIGHT MOVES

Oclober ushers in autumn
celebrations

By Craig Knight

Fall is here —
and with it, a
rare moment in his-
tory. This October
isn’t just the start
of the fourth quar-
ter; it’s Q4 of a “25”
year. That makes it
exactly one-quarter
of the way through
the century. This
alignment won't
happen again until 3025!

Whether you’'re wrapping up big proj-
ects, setting goals, or simply savoring
the season, take a moment to appreciate
where we are in time. It’s not just anoth-
er October — it’s a milestone.

In the Southern Hemisphere, October
ushers in spring, while in the Northern
Hemisphere, it signals autumn — the
seasonal mirror of April for those down
under. Wherever you are in the world,
this month carries a sense of transfor-
mation and reflection.

Sports in October: Viva Las Vegas! It’s
an exciting month for sports fans: NFL
and college football are in full swing. Go
Las Vegas Raiders and UNLV Rebels!
Our Vegas Golden Knights are lacing up
for another thrilling NHL season. Major
League Baseball and the WNBA playoffs
are heating up, and all eyes are on our
hometown heroes: The Las Vegas Aces!

Let’s give it up for A’ja Wilson, who
just made WNBA history by becoming
the first player ever to win league MVP
four times! She joins NBA legends like
Bill Russell, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, and
LeBron James — the only NBA players
with four MVPs. And that’s not all. A’ja
also earned her third Defensive Player of
the Year (DPOY) award.

Now, get ready to mark your calen-
dars, because October is full of high-

lights.

October 7: KCEP Power 88.1 FM
celebrates its 53rd Anniversary! Tune
into The People’s Station for special
“FUN-raisers” and find creative ways to
lift our community’s voice.

October 13: Indigenous Peoples’ Day/
Columbus Day, a time to honor Native
cultures and reflect on shared histories.

October 31: Halloween and Nevada
Day! Celebrate 161 years of statehood —
Nevada was proudly “Battle Born” on
October 31, 1864!

October is packed with meaningful
causes and cultural celebrations, led by
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Found-
ed in 1985 by the American Cancer So-
ciety, this month emphasizes the impor-
tance of early detection for both women
and men. Learn more and get involved
with the National Breast Cancer Founda-
tion at nationalbreastcancer.org.

Here are some others:

e Depression Awareness Month: Sym-
bolized by the green ribbon.

e ADHD Awareness Month: Support-
ed by the National Institute of Mental
Health and ADDA.

e World Mental Health Day: Promot-
ing global mental health education and
advocacy.

e Lupus Awareness Month: Highlight-
ing support and research for those af-
fected.

e Polish American Heritage Month

e Italian American Heritage Month

e Filipino American History Month

As we enjoy the spirit of fall, sports,
and celebration, let’s also make space for
reflection, awareness, and community
responsibility.

Until the next edition of Knight
Moves, continue to educate yourself, en-
gage with your community, and above
all — share what you’ve learned.

<< continued from p19

affair — offering a wide range of activi-
ties that will include live cultural perfor-
mances, music, children’s activities, art

displays, and a vibrant vendor market
featuring diverse ethnic foods and prod-
ucts from local businesses.

With Nevada expected to play a criti-

conlinued on page 22>>

And when it does, there's UMC Quick Care

Breaks, bumps, scrapes, burns, sprains, colds and flus happen,
usually at the worst possible times. But UMC Quick Care is here to
help, with new extended hours and no appointments necessary,
ever. And with locations across the Las Vegas Valley, there's a
UMC Quick Care near you, with fast service so you can get in,
get out and get better, quick.

QuickCare

GET BETTER. QUICK.

702.383.CARE | umcsn.com/quickcare
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HEALTHIER YOU

Black women and breast cancer

By Dr. Marguerite Brathwaite OB-GYN

reast cancer re-
mains the lead-
ing cause of cancer
death in women.
In 2025, more than
319,750 new cases
of invasive breast
cancer and 59,080
new cases of ductal
carcinoma in situ
will be diagnosed in
women in the United States. While there
has been an overall 44 percent decline in
breast cancer deaths since 1989 — thanks
to gains in awareness, earlier diagnoses,

and more effective treatments — there is
a persistent mortality gap between Black
and white women.

Data compiled by the American Can-
cer Society highlights the need to close
this devastating gap. While breast can-
cer incidence rates among Black and
white women are similar, mortality rates
are markedly different, with Black wom-
en having a roughly 40-percent higher
death rate from breast cancer. Among
women under 50, the disparity is even
greater: young Black women have double
the mortality rate of young white women.

The gap in breast cancer incidence

and outcome among Black women is
complex and multifactorial. Socioeco-
nomic, geographic, and lifestyle factors
may partially account for disparities.
For instance, Black women are statisti-
cally more likely to have diabetes, heart
disease, and obesity, and are less likely
to breastfeed after childbirth — all of
which are risk factors for breast cancer.
They are more likely than white women
to have inadequate health insurance or
access to health care facilities, which
may affect screening, follow-up care, and
completion of therapy.

These findings by the Breast Cancer

Research Foundation are disturbing,
but women can be proactive. Be sure
to do self-breast checks, making sure
you don’t feel anything unusual in your
breast. And keep up with your regularly
scheduled OBGYN’ appointments. Early
detection of cancer in the breast can save
your life.

Women’s Innovative Care is here for
you, and we encourage you to make an ap-
pointment by calling (702) 413-7740 or vis-
iting us at 851 South Rampart Blvd. Suite
165 in Las Vegas.

n Sept. 12,
the Carnegie

Museum of Art
in Pittsburgh un-
veiled a powerful
and historic trib-
ute — a stunning
exhibition honor-
ing 60 Black pho-
tojournalists from
across the nation. Among those featured
in this visually compelling space was our
very own Clinton Wright, veteran photo-
journalist of The Voice Newspaper, whose
images of Las Vegas’s Black community
have captured decades of untold stories.

But Clinton Wright’s inclusion was
more than symbolic — it was celebratory.
Of the sixty photographers selected, only
six were highlighted with live presenta-
tions, where someone was invited to speak
about their work. I had the tremendous
honor of presenting Clinton Wright’s leg-
acy to the audience.

Let me take you there. The Carnegie
Museum of Art — nestled near the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh — is more than just

HISTORIC BLACK VEGAS

Reflecting on Clinton Wright’s hisloric visual legacy

By Claytee D. White

a gallery. It’s part of a larger cultural epi-
center that includes a natural history mu-
seum, a world-class library, and a vibrant
art institution. The exhibit, curated by
Dan Leers, artist David Hartt, and Pitts-
burgh historian Charlene Foggie-Barnett,
covered nearly half a floor in scale — com-
parable to the vast Lied Library at UNLV.

Charlene Foggie-Barnett was instru-
mental in discovering Clinton Wright’s
collection of over 8,000 photographs, ar-
chived in the Special Collections & Ar-
chives at UNLV. Thanks to ongoing digi-
tization efforts — championed by UNLV’s
Technical Services and Digitization De-
partments — these remarkable images
are becoming publicly accessible, grant
by grant. Sadly, funding from the state
and donors is still too limited to cover es-
sentials like digitization, which is key to
preserving and teaching history.

Clinton Wright’s journey began in Al-
theimer, Arkansas, but his impact was
made in Las Vegas. After graduating
from the University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff — a proud Historically Black College
— Wright moved west to join family mem-

bers who had migrated in 1957. He worked
at the Stardust Hotel by day, but it was
photography that lit his path.

He was self-taught. He built his own
darkroom. And through wedding photog-
raphy, he became a quiet legend in the
community. It was one wedding in par-
ticular — for the daughter of Jimmy Gay,
the first Black professional at the Sands
Hotel — that caught the attention of both
Ebony Magazine and Dr. Charles I. West,
the founder of The Voice Newspaper.

“He asked me if I could take the pic-
tures, develop them, and have them ready
for print on the same day,” Wright recalled
in a 2005 oral history interview. “I could —
because I had my own darkroom.”

That kind of hustle and commitment
became a signature of Wright’s work. He
didn’t just document events — he archived
Black life in motion.

In 2005, following that oral history in-
terview, Clinton Wright donated his ar-
chive to UNLV’s Special Collections & Ar-
chives. Since then, digitization teams have
worked diligently to preserve his negatives
and make his photos accessible to a global

audience. His work has since earned lo-
cal accolades, including honors from the
NAACP, features in regional publications,
and now, this national recognition from
the Carnegie Museum of Art.

This exhibit, inspired by the prolific
work of Charles “Teenie” Harris of the
Pittsburgh Courier, didn’t just showcase
Black excellence behind the camera. It
showcased the everyday excellence within
Black communities across America. From
birthday parties to cotillions, cocktail
lounges to church pews, graduations to
grassroots organizing — the exhibit was
a love letter to the lived experiences of
Black people.

And Clinton Wright? His lens didn’t
just capture Las Vegas history — it pre-
served our joy, our struggles, our bril-
liance.

As I stood in that gallery, surrounded
by the life’s work of so many gifted Black
photojournalists, I felt proud — not just of
Clinton Wright, but of the generations he’s
inspired by doing what he loved: telling
our stories with truth, dignity, and light.

<< continued from p21

cal role in the 2026 elections, the festival
will offer voter registration and educa-
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tion opportunities aimed at mobilizing
key communities — including union
members, young people, and communi-
ties of color. Organizers hope to drive

increased participation and awareness
around issues like ending poverty wages,
fighting racial injustice, and the impor-
tance of equitable representation.

The Communities United Multicultur-
al Festival is free and open to the public.
The first 200 attendees will receive a $20
food voucher.



Adults 65+

“°€ CenterWell

Senior Primary Care

It’s about time.

Sa me'day appOintmentS Schedule your tour

for current patients 702-710-6951

So you can start feeling better sooner MyCenterWellVegas.com

m Senior-focused 50% more time We're Medicare-friendly! We accept
’\D/ primary care with your doctor* Medicare plans from many providers,
including Aetna (including HMO
Prime), Alignment, Cigna, Humana
Doctors who CO]ACO] Dedicated and Wellcare.
listen and care \ / careteam

* Comparison based on a study published by the Oxford Academic in June 2023 stating that the average primary care exam was approximately 21 minutes. Times
vary based on services performed. CenterWell does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender
identity, disability, age or religion in their programs and activities, including in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, their programs and activities.



FREE TO BE

Express your truest self.  The
Your neighborhood library helps you to pursue creativity, curiosity, and passion. L|brary

It is the place where all are invited and everything is free. You will find learning

and personal growth, technology skills, homework help, small business DlSt”Ct
and career support, community, culture, art galleries, and live performances. Las Vegas-Clark County

Visit us in person or at and discover the power of a library card. FREE TO BE




